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sion of the contents of the bowels, and to produce erection of
the penis, with discharge of the urine, semen or prostatic
fluid. The course of the cord is distinctly indicated by
a well-marked bruise; and, on dissection, the muscles and
ligaments of the neck are found stretched bruised,, or torn,
the windpipe injured and the inner coats of the carotid
arteries are sometimes divided; and more rarely there is a
fracture, or dislocation of the cervical vertebrae, and injury
of the medulla. The above description from Guy applies, it
must be remembered, chiefly to bodies that have been judi-
cially hanged, a process accompanied by considerable vio-
lence. In cases of suicide, these signs are by no means
so strongly marked, and the face is far more composed.
Suicides who have been saved from death, and others who
have instituted experiments on themselves, describe the
sensations in some cases as pleasurable. A sudden loss of
sense and motion, sometimes a deep sleep ushered in by
flashes of light, by ocular illusions, and by a roaring in the
ears. In homicidal cases, however, there are always symp-
toms of great suffering.

The internal symptoms are those of asphyxia, already Internal appear-
described, or of apoplexy, or of both. The stomach is often
found highly congested as regards the mucous membrane,
and presents the appearance of an irritant poison having
been used. In this country, cases have occurred, in which
persons who had been poisoned, have been hung up after
death. In conducting an examination therefore, it must
be remembered, that this appearance, as of an irritant
poison, may be due to the hanging only, and an opinion
should not therefore be formed upon it alone, but only if
other traces of poison are also found,

In deaths by strangulation, it will be generally found that Deatu by strait*
the marks round the neck are more strongly developed, than gu a I0n'
is the case in suicides by hanging.   More force is generally
used by the murderer, and the injury to the parts is there-
fore greater.   It is probable also that a struggle has taken
place, and that marks of the struggle will be found on the
body.  This, however, is by no means always the case; especi-
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